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A REPORT FOR THE UK HIGHER EDUCATION SECTOR

ACADEMIC EXPERTS AND THE MEDIA
Benefits and realities of working with journalists.
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Factors affecting public
engagement by researchers

A study on behalf of a
Consortium of UK public
research funders
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Figure 2,1: Participation in public engagement/communication activities in the past 12 months

(2015)
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Base: All researchers 2015 (n=2,454)
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Table 2.2 displays the 2015 results for STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths) and AHSS

(arts, humanities and social sciences) researchers. It also shows the 2006 results for the STEM subgroup
for comparative purposes. Two clear trends are evident:

Factors Affecting Public Engagement by Researchers ® TNS 2015
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,‘ EXPERT POTENTIAL: There are approx 210,000 academics at UK
universities (HESA) — | estimate 10-20% are “media and publicity”
active — and so circa 190,000-1/0,000 “inactive”.

expertfile

" MEDIA EXPANSION: Channels and types (online, social media, etc.) -
-weie  glObal access — desire to source experts and evidence.

" PROMOTIONAL AND ENABLING CLIMATE: Demand for universities

el 1O D€ More competitive, distinctive, attractive, accessible and there’s
been growth in professional resources — press officers,
bodies/campaigns, and media training schemes/resources.
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WHY SHOULD ACADEMICS BE WORKING WITH THE MEDIA?

We need to show passion and emotion — not It's our duty

just rely on the facts/evidence

We have public investment so need to show

It drives us to learn more about our subject
our returns

matter

We need to make an “impact” and we are

It’s perfect for sharing our ideas and getting being measured (REF/KEF)

feedback + making connections

It helps us with career progression and new
roles (public engagement)

Our raison d'étre is about challenging and
provoking — media is ideal for this

It improves our performance in teaching and in
writing bids

We need to take a stand against ill-informed
and subjective voices

QRQRQRK

niversity § Pl éCOMMUNIOATIONS als
lliance Y ,f‘ expertfile vANAGEMENT I

& Communicatio ns

@UniAlliance
y #UAcademicDiversity



“Surely the whole point of being an academic is that; in some way, we are trying to
make the world a better place.
It could be in a thousand different ways, but otherwise, what is the point of us being
here?

For me, it’s a no brainer that we should be willing, able and keen to engage with the
public, and the most obvious way of doing this is engaging with one form of
mainstream media or the other - be it: giving interviews, putting out press releases,
writing popular articles that the lay person can understand, right through to using
social media, which is obviously a really powerful tool for reaching people these days.
Many academics are still really ‘sniffy’ about using these channels, but that’s kind of
crazy because this is the 21st century and if we really want to make a difference we
need to use all the tools that are available.”
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We estimate that less than 1/5 of Alliance academics have
w ﬂ ﬂ w ﬂ had any level of media involvement in recent years, and this
is too often not representative of the diversity of the

academic community
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2021
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Mentions of UA academics gaining relevant media coverage

Adam Batstone Me

Universit = éCOI\/II\/IUNICATIONS A|B @UniAlliance
@Hlliance 4 " expertﬁle MANAGEMENT . y #UAcademicDiversity



Visibility and peer-to- Media profiling of
peer support academic expertise

Knowledge & skills

. Media champions peer . 'Expert bank' on UA
network website

. Mentoring and support . Profile on ExpertFile

. Visibility and role . Proactive campaigns of
models UA member strengths

. Institutional buy-in . Media outreach

. Media training

. Social media training

. Press office
engagement

- Sharing of facilities

Stimulating internal and external demand —>p
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Knowledge & skills

- Media training

. Social media training

- Press office engagement
- Sharing of facilities
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Visibility and peer-to-

peer support | g«Mmedia champions’ per university-

emphasis on diverse representation
Visibility and
champion

. Profiled on ‘Expert bank’

Peer

network - Volunteered to support through

peer network

- Promote value and opportunities to
colleagues and be available for
guidance and mentoring
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Media profiling of
academic expertise

€ expertfile

. 'Expert bank' on UA website

. Profile on ExpertFile

. Proactive campaigns of UA member strengths
- Media outreach
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About ~ Qur Members - News Expert Centre Our Work ~ Policy

Expert Centre

Our experts are available to respond to qualified inquiries from journalists, conference organizers and more.
Expert profiles below contain detailed biographical information and media files to help you find the most
relevant expert for your needs. Use the search bar to refine your search by name, expertise or affiliation. On

Deadline?: If you are a journalist please inform us of deadline requests and we will respond promptly.

Sort: Name =

Y 3¢ expertfile

Search

DR CHERYLALLSOP
Senior Lecturer in Criminology

She researches cold cases & unsolved murders - with interest in the police investigation
processes & how detectives make decisions.

Unidentified Found Remains Cold Case Reviews  Missing Persons  No Body Murders

PROFESSOR KEHINDE ANDREWS
Professor of Black Studies

Kehinde Andrews is Professor of Black Studies and Director of the Centre for Critical Social
Research at Birmingham City University.

Black Lives Matter Community Activism  Ethnicity Race Racism Black Studies  Slavery

PROFESSOR IMRAN AWAN
Professor of Criminology

He is one of the UK's leading criminologists and experts on Islamophobia and countering
extremism.

Conspiracy Theories of Lockdown  Bigotry  Extremism  Islamaphobia Crime  Criminology

PROFESSOR SUE BACKHOUSE
Professor of Sport Psychology and Behavioural Nutrition

Her particular expertise is in athlete welfare, drug use in sport, why athletes dope, what makes

athletes vulnerable to doping and more.

Whislleblowing  Athlete Welfare Drug Use in Sport  Doping  Sports Integrity  Clean Sport

FROFESSOR DAMIAN BAILEY
Professor of Physiology

He investigates how the human brain uses oxygen and the link between the brain and exercise.

Exercise Hypoxia MNeuroscience Brain Damage Brain Injury  Oxygen Flow in the Brain

DUNCAN BAKER-BROWN
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COMMUNICATIONE
MANAGEMENT

Doctoral Training Alliance Our Networks

Share
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Recent News

Universities take action to increase academic
diversity in the media

University Alliance open nominations for their
Alliance Awards 2021 event

UK universities are not obstacles the government
needs to overcome

Recent Blogs

Star Award winner at Alliance Awards 2020
highlights her award-winning work

The DTA celebrates International Women's Day
2021 with an "in conversation with' talk

Vaccines, R&D and the Budget

@unialliance on Twitter

Tweets by @uniatiance ®
University Alliance =

@UniAlliance .

As part of our #UAcademicDiversity

campaign we're offering training for our

member academics with media experts on

how to work with the press. Our first session

is on 28/04 provided by our media coaching

partner former BEC journalist @adambat.

More here

unialliance.ac.uk/about/events/im...

Adam Batstone Media
& Communications

AlB
B w .

@UniAlliance
AcademicDiversity




Dr Nazanin Zand

Associate Professor of Food and Science Mutrition | University of Greenwich
Greenwach, England, UNITED KINGDOM

She researches - and adwises industnial partners - on issues of nutrition, food content and food production.

CONTACT »

Areas Of Expertise 1)

| Airline Food |

Biography

Dr Nazanin Zand is Associate Professor of Foad and Science Mutrition in the School of Science at the University of Greenwich. She
researches - and adwises industnal partners - on 1ssues of nutntion, food content and food. ..

Read more

Media Mentions

Food Unwrapped
Channel 4 online
[ 2020-08-15

Jimmy Doherty investigates whether protein supplements really build a buff body, Mait finds out which foods generate the most wind; and
Kate Quilten lifts the lid on peanut butter

view maore

Secrets Of Your Supermarket Food
My5 anline
£ 2020-05-07
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You're about to send Dr Nazanin Zand a Media~ Inquiry!

Contact Details =

Full Name * Organization
Enter your full name Enter your organization
Email * Phone
DrN
Assoclate Professor of Food Enter your work email Enter your work number

Greenwich

She researches - and advises industrial pa
Message (max. 1500) *

‘ Your message to Dr Nazanin here...

Areas Of Expertise (1) s~

[Caiemg”BabyFoodl[HeaMyEaﬁlg”Spwhlniet

Include additional contact info. O

Airine Food
Media Details =
Biography
Dr Nazanin Zand is Associate Professor of Food and Scien *Media Position
researches - and adwises industnal pariners - on 1ssues of r Sﬂlﬁl:t rnndin Fﬂsitiﬂl‘l v
Read more
Media Mentions ) *Media Type
Food Unwrapped Select media type W
Channel 4 online
[92020-08-15
*Deadline

Jimmy Doherty investigates whether protein supplements nt

S ————— Select a respond by date for your media inquiry

view maore

Secrets Of Your Supermarket Food
My5 anline
£ 2020-05-07

SEND INQUIRY >
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UPDATED %

F i n d Expe rtS Special Search Engine for

Experts on the Covid-19 Crisis

Find experts related to the medical, social &

Search thousands of experts from around the world.
Q economic impacts of the coronavirus.

enter your topic of interast
Search Covid-19 Experts Now >
Find Experts by Topic Category >

FEATURED %
IDC Canada Recently Released 20 New Research Reports to

# Understand the Impact of COVID-19 on the Canadian 1ICT
ANSLYTE
IDC %
5 min read

 ——
——
—

What's Next for the Telecom Industry in Canada?

What are IDC's Tech Insights on the Impact of COVID-19 on the
Canadian Market?
5 min read

LATEST SPOTLIGHTS All spotlights >

Novel coronavirus discovered in British bats

A coronavirus related to the virus that causes Covid-19 in humans has been found in UK horseshoe bats -
according to new collaborative research from the ..

University of East Anglia
April 26 - 5 min read

Smell training, not steroids, best treatment for Covid-19 smell loss

Steroids should not be used to treat smell loss caused by Covid-19 according to an international group of
smell experts, including Prof Carl Philpott from ...

University of East Anglia  «
April 26 - 3 min read

Forbes Ranks ChristianaCare as one of the best employers for
diversity and inclusion in the United States

ChristianaCare also ranks as No. 1 overall employer for diversity and inclusion in Delaware, No. 14 among
U.5. health systems (WILMINGTON, Del. - April 23) magazine ranked ChristianaCare ...

ChristianaCare
April 23 - 3 min read

COVID expert: Prof Lawrence Young, UK

Desfacear Laaransa Vauna st tha Lishareinesf Wanaisk ie snsaf tha aste sveocre intha LK so COVIDLLO
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Top Food Experts

Search thousands of experts from around the world.

Finc

Search thous

YOUR SEARCH TERM:

Food %

enter your

Find Experts

RELATED SPOTLIGHT &

Find out how GSU is fighting fast
fashion and promoting
sustainability with students on
campus

Georgia Southern University
April 5 - 2 min read

search complete directory / Showing 1-20 of 54 Resuits

FEATURED %

refined by: = Location x

Novel

A coronavi
according t

University
April 26 - 5

University
April 26-3

Forbes
diversi

Christianat
U.5. health

Christianal
April 23-3

COVID

Desfaeesnel

Y 3¢ expertfile

Dr Nazanin Zand
Associate Professor of Food and Science Mutrition | University of Greenwich

She researches - and advises industrial partners - on issues of nutrition, food content and
food production.

Liliane Binego
Researcher in Stabilisation Agriculture | Coventry University

Liliane Binego's research work involves responding and building resilient food productions
systems in fragile environments.

l Sustainable living H Adaptive Management of Biotic Stressors ‘

Pre and Post Disaster Response | | Food Security ‘ ‘ Fragile Environments |

Dr Duane Mellor
Senior Teaching Fellow, Asten Medical School | Aston University

He is an experienced dietitian, researcher & educator having published over 60 papers in the
fields of dietetics, nutrition & food science,

| Food Science

Dr Verity Jones

Senior Lecturer in the Department of Education and Childhood | UWE Bristol
Her area of interest is developing young people's education on sustainability.

Public Engagement H Eco-fashion H Sustainability Education H Natural Food Sources

| Edible Insects |
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More Spotlights »

Top Topics

O Nutrition

O Ppublic Health

[ Marketing

[J Entreprensurship
O climate Change
O Ecology

O obesity

) Consumer Behav...
(J Diabetes

O Epidemiclogy

O innovation

O Marketing Strategy
O covip-19

O Food

O sustainability

O eranding

O coronavirus

O Diet

O public Palicy

O Agriculture

0 Global Health

O Neurascience

Media

O publications

O photos

) documents/slides
O videos

Location

[ United-States
O Canada

United Kingdom
O Australia

O india




Media champions
nominated

Peer network
established

Campaign
development with Proactive profiling of academics
UA members

Ongoing training and development opportunities
Campaign launch Target met
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Please submit your questions using the Q&A function
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1. Share the

campaign with colleagues

2. Encourage involvement e.g. via media workshops
3. Support the media champions as peer to peer
supporters

@UniAlliance
#UAcademicDiversity
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