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Page 2 – Project Description 

Scientific 
Excellence (500 
words)  

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
represent the global framework for social policy and development. 
Consisting of 17 goals the SDGs bring together 169 interdependent 
targets across a wide range of policy issues in areas such as health, 
poverty, education, gender equality, global warming and social 
justice. 

With focus on reproductive health (including maternal health, sexual 
health and family planning), this project investigates how these 
goals become translated into policies that can be implemented at 
the local level. In particular it investigates the role of Non-
Government Organisations (NGOs) in translating the SDGs into 
implementable action (specifically Goal 3: ‘health and well-being’; 
Goal 5: ‘achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls’). 
Recognising the inherently interdependent nature of the goals, the 
project inquires the extent to which NGOs tasked with addressing 
these complex and interdependent challenges are able to translate 
the goals into practice that contributes to better reproductive 
health.   

The concept of translation refers to the acts of 'mediation' that 
transform, distort and modify the meaning of ideas (Latour, 2005). 
Translation is a skill practiced by particular development actors, such 
as NGOs, who play a critical role at the junctures where the different 
levels of donors, development professionals and communities meet. 
Translation sees development policy as a continuous process of 
transformation and problematizes any particular policy vision as 
being an accurate description of reality (Lendvai and Stubbs, 2009). 
Translation serves as an insightful entry point to understanding how 
local actors participate in the operationalisation of SDGs, converting 
these goals in to locally relevant interpretation of problems and 
their solutions. 

Addressing the complexity of the problem and the multiplicity of 
issues impacting on reproductive health lends itself to the 
application of the Reproductive Justice Framework (Bloomer et al, 
2018). It is interlinked with frameworks of reproductive health and 
rights, and is defined by three key principles: the right to have a 
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child; the right not to have a child; the right to parent children in 
safe and healthy environments (Ross and Solinger, 2017: 9). The core 
recognition of the right to have children and families together with 
the right not to, is critical, as is centring the needs of people and 
communities who have been marginalised and disempowered by 
systems of oppression. The Reproductive Justice Framework 
recognises that particular groups of women, such as indigenous 
women, women of colour and women in low-income groups are 
disproportionately affected by attempts to control their 
reproductive lives (Bloomer et al 2018:107).  

This project seeks to understand better how NGOs implement 
SDGs, the approaches they use and how this connects back to 
international policy.  

Aim (400 words) 
 

Aim: the purpose of this study is to explore how high-level 
sustainable development goals in the context of reproductive health 
are translated to effective social policies and implemented by 
NGOs.  Specifically,  what processes do these organisations engage 
in, how, if at all, do they connect the assumed interdependencies 
between SDGs; what participatory activities exist that allow 
interaction at international, national and local levels on 
implementation of SDGs; and what review processes exist to 
measure effectiveness.   
 
Methodology: we anticipate the methodology to take the form of an 
in-depth case study or a comparative case study approach, 
exploring how the translation of SDGs to social policies has become 
operationalised in the context of reproductive health and the role of 
NGOs in this process. Relevant case studies may come from either 
the global south or the global north and we invite applicants to 
propose appropriate case studies for the project. 
 
Innovation: We further envisage the study to adopt an innovative 
process tracing approach for understanding the policy impact of the 
SDGs.  Process tracing is a research method for tracing causal 
mechanisms using detailed, within-case empirical analysis of how a 
causal process plays out in an actual case. Process tracing can be 
used both for case studies that aim to gain a greater understanding 
of the causal dynamics that produced the outcome of a particular 
historical case and to shed light on generalizable causal mechanisms 
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linking causes and outcomes within a population of causally similar 
cases. (Beach, 2017:1) 
 
 

Strategic 
Relevance (300 
words)  

Every day, approximately 830 women die from preventable causes 
related to pregnancy and childbirth. The overwhelming majority of 
maternal deaths occur in the global south (WHO, 2017). Maternal 
mortality is higher in women living in rural areas, among poorer 
communities and for young adolescents. Under-developed health 
infrastructures, inequality in access to healthcare, health services 
that do not prioritise reproductive health, limited access to health 
information, and unmet family planning needs, all hinder 
improvements to reproductive health (Bloomer et al, 2018; 
Kassebaum et al., 2014; Sedgh et al., 2016 - cited in MacNamara et 
al 2018:7).  
 
The World Health Organisation, the UN Population Fund and the 
Gates Foundation advocate good reproductive health (including 
maternal health, sexual health, family planning) as key to sustainable 
development (MacNamara et al 2018:4).  

Within Europe the European Parliament’s resolution of December 
2016  (linked to Council of the EU of the Action Plan on Gender 
Equality and Women’s Empowerment: Transforming the Lives of 
Girls and Women through EU External Relations 2016-2020) calls 
upon the EU to step up its support in the area of women’s rights 
regarding access to education and health as a basic human right, 
and the protection of sexual and reproductive rights. Following from 
this, the Parliament’s Women’s Rights and Gender Equality 
Committee (FEMM, 2017) have highlighted that sexual and 
reproductive health and rights are fundamental rights and an 
essential element of gender equality and self- determination, and in 
March 2016 it added a further resolution on the situation of women 
refugees and asylum seekers in the EU.  

This project thus sits within a global and EU context of viewing good 
reproductive health as key to sustainable development, 
fundamental to human rights and an essential element of gender 
equality and self- determination. 
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Interdisciplinarity 
and fit with DTA3 

The supervisory team have international expertise in reproductive 
justice, social policy, politics, law, and civil society studies. 

The project will provide opportunities for developing inter-sectoral 
skills between academia, policy and NGO sectors.  

Transnational mobility opportunities will be provided through 
enhancing existing relationships with partners in Europe and the 
global south.  

 

Industrial 
Relevance (300 
words) 
 

Specific placement opportunities/ collaborations will be identified 
dependent on the case study area/s identified by applicants.  
Possible countries include Poland, Romania, South Africa, the 
Phillipines, Mexico, and Brazil.  The supervisory team have 
partnerships in each of these countries.  In addition,  the team have 
relationships with transnational organisations. For example, a 
network of NGOs exists whose main purpose is to address 
reproductive health challenges in the global south within a 
sustainable development framing. This network is a component part 
of Resurj, a transnational, Global South-led, membership-based 
alliance of feminist activists under the age of 40. Resurj is grounded 
in national and regional social justice movements working across 
generations, constituencies and identities, seeking to realise sexual 
and reproductive justice for all (Bloomer et al, 2018:121).  

 

Economic and 
Societal Impact 
(300 words) 

This study will contribute to theoretical understanding of the 
translation of ideas and policy; and our understanding of the 
Reproductive Justice Framework.  It will contribute to the literature 
on the roles of NGOs in social policy and development. 
The findings will be of use to policy makers and NGOs at 
international, national and regional levels both on the specifics of 
addressing poor reproductive and the learnings from the study 
regarding the processes of translating ideas and policy.  
The study will produce knowledge that will enhance the design of 
programmes that will seek to respond to the challenge of poor 
reproductive health.   
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Page 3 – Admission Requirements 

 

Specific Admission 
Requirements 
 

Our entry requirements for research degree programmes state 
that you should hold or expect to hold the equivalent of a First 
or Upper Second Class Honours degree in a relevant subject 
area - social sciences. 
 
 

Minimum IELTS score 6 (with no score lower than 5.5) 

 

 

 


