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Page 2 – Project Description 

 

Scientific Excellence 
(500 words) 

How the urbanisation process unfolds, creating and 
recreating built environments, transport infrastructure, and 
communication pathways, has serious consequences for 
residents, businesses, and the environment. Because of 
these serious implications, the urbanisation process is 
governed by intricate administrative procedures and 
policies that attempt to balance competing interests and 
agendas. How these governmental mediations shape the 
urbanisation process will potentially impact upon the life 
of the millions who rely on built environments to access 
essential goods and services. They also have major 
implication for commercial actors speculating on price-
shifts in real property markets.  
 
Where material tensions emerge between built 
environments as a condensed site of use values, and a 
lucrative target for commercial speculation, corruption 
becomes a powerful lever which investors can employ to 
improperly influence urban policy and administration.  
 
While there has been research interest in this phenomena 
on the margins of policy, public administration, 
criminology, urban studies, and development studies, little 
primary research has been conducted on how developer 
coalitions, working with a facilitating class of fixers, 
lawyers, and other white-collar officials, corrupt property 
markets and physical planning to gain access, at 
discounted rate to lucrative real assets. This dearth of 
primary research stands in notable contrast to the 
significant impact this dynamic has on the form, scale and 
inclusivity of urban spaces globally.  
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A core challenge besetting this research agenda, is the 
opaque nature of corruption. The exemplary sampling 
method becomes a helpful device for expanding 
knowledge in this unfavourable context. Exemplary 
sampling involves the selection of case studies that are 
broadly representative of a wider population, but which 
are distinct because the researcher has access for one 
reason or another to a rich body of data that would not 
ordinarily exist.  
 
Drawing on the exemplary sampling method, and certain 
investigative techniques and data-modelling tools, this 
PhD project will conduct a pioneering case study that 
examines the intersection between policy, public 
administration and real-property markets that stimulated a 
black economy in land in the British Overseas Territory, 
Turks and Caicos Islands (TCI). While the corruption 
observed in TCI echoes the dynamics observed in a wider 
population of cases, it has notably been the subject of a 
Commission of Inquiry, systematic criminal prosecutions, 
civil asset recovery, and a wide ranging reform agenda.  
 
Owing to these powerful conduits, which have stimulated 
rich informational streams, a rare primary data-set is on 
offer that will provide one of the most uniquely detailed 
insights into the criminogenic ways policy, administration 
and real property markets intersect to produce corrupted 
forms of urbanisation. Additionally, the TCI case study 
offers an opportunity to evaluate the impact of systematic 
effort to address this criminogenic force, through policy 
and administrative reforms, set alongside justice based 
initiatives.  
 
As a result, this study will produce a data-set, analysis and 
theory that helps to build understandings of the core 
causative factors which lead to the corruption of 
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urbanisation, the social harms this produced for impacted 
populations, and the effectiveness of different policy and 
justice innovations for combatting the former causative 
factors.  
 

Aim (400 words) 
 

Aims 
 
This study aims to: 

- Understand the political, policy, administrative and 
economic factors that stimulated wide-spread 
corruption in TCI real-property markets.  

- Trace the commercial and political networks that 
conspired to manipulate real-property market 
transactions on TCI.  

- Map the transaction chains used to fix market 
transactions, analysing the role played by 
intermediaries such as lawyers, accountants and 
other white-collar professionals.  

- Register the impacts that policy, administrative, and 
political reforms have had on combatting 
corruption in TCI’s real property markets.    

 
Methodology 
 
This research will use a series of investigative and 
analytical techniques association with the Corruption 
Investigative Framework (CIF) pioneered by Lasslett. CIF 
synthesises investigative data collection and analysis 
techniques in an iterative feedback loop. Investigation is 
conducted using open source intelligence collection, and 
investigative social research methods. The former draws 
on a legal, commercial, and administrative databases and 
search engines, to identify, collate and centralise data-
fragments, on the networks, entities and transactions 
implicated in corrupt schemes. The latter, builds on the 
intelligence yielded from open sources, through semi-
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structured interviews, and obtaining access to 
documentary sources held privately by actors. Analytical 
tools such as social network mapping and transaction 
mapping, enters the research process both as a device for 
coding and interpreting the data, but also as a means for 
identifying connections between data-fragments, that may 
enable further investigation to be conducted.  
 
In this study, the focus will be on collating all open source 
intelligence emerging from the commission of inquiry, 
prosecutions, and civil asset forfeiture, complimented by 
information obtained from corporate registries, leak 
archives, and other similar resources. This will then create 
the framework for conducting interviews with public 
officials, politicians, business people, and justice 
professionals, with direct knowledge of the offending 
actions, the policy theatre it took place within, or the 
subsequent reform process. This research will be premised 
on a rigorous ethical approval process. 
 
Innovations 
    
This study takes an exemplary case study, that contains 
dynamics representative of a wide range of regions where 
the urbanisation process has become corrupted, and 
enhances this rare data opening through applying 
techniques that can amplify data richness. Through this 
innovative combination of sampling method, investigative 
techniques and data-analytics,  the study will yield new 
and important insights into the criminogenic way policy, 
administration and markets intersect to produce forms of 
corruption that shapes the texture of urbanisation; as well 
as evaluating how effective policy, administrative, and 
justice interventions have been in confronting this systemic 
challenge.  
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Strategic Relevance 
(300 words) 

Contention over urban space, namely how it is organised 
and employed, have heightened as the process of 
planetary urbanisation intensifies. Corruption of the 
administrative apparatus that mediates spatial contention 
has led to new urban geographies that exclude and 
marginalise working class households in particular. 
Building cities that can stimulate investment, incorporate 
environmentally sustainable designs, and remain socially 
inclusive, is a critical policy and administrative challenge 
for cohesive, social futures. Set against this challenge, 
understanding how policy, public administration and 
markets interface to produce deviant forms of urbanisation 
underpinned by corrupt transactions, and the methods 
which can be deployed for bringing about redress, has the 
potential to make an important contribution to cohesive 
cities in an increasingly urbanised world.  
 

Interdisciplinarity and 
fit with DTA3 

This study draws from the academic disciplines of 
criminology, urban studies, sociology, public/social policy, 
and administration, and synthesises them with the 
practitioner areas of investigative journalism, and 
intelligence handling, to produce a vivid account of how 
systemic forms of corruption emerge from the intersection 
between policy, administration and real-property markets, 
gauging the impact this has on offenders and victims. 
Criminology, sociology, investigative journalism and 
intelligence handling, enter as disciplines and fields that 
contain the techniques and analytical concepts to break 
down corruption into units of analysis, that can be 
populated through investigation and then modelled 
employ different data-analytics. Policy studies and 
administration, will enter as the conceptual lens through 
which to make sense of how policies, and administrative 
processes fuse with economic forces specific to the real-
property markets, in ways that stimulate the conduct 
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mapped using the former disciplines/fields. They will also 
provide a framework for evaluating the reform efforts.  

Industrial Relevance 
(300 words) 
 

 
Ulster University currently co-organises an international 
civil society coalition whose activity is focused on research 
and advocacy in the area of grand corruption. Our 
collaborators include Transparency International, 
Corruption Watch UK, The Open Society, Global Witness, 
and Public Eye. The doctoral student will be a member of 
this coalition, and will be actively involved in its 
operations. Additionally, they will be able to participate in 
the UNCAC Civil Society Coalition, an international 
umbrella body for CSOs working in the area of anti-
corruption.  
 
A number of international placement opportunities would 
be available with partners at the above organisations (TI 
chapters in the group include Netherlands, EU, and 
Republic of Ireland). In addition to the above cited 
organisations, there is the potential to be placed for a 
period – subject to partner approval – at the International 
Forum for Democratic Studies in Washington DC, which 
houses a kleptocracy research program.   
 

Economic and 
Societal Impact (300 
words) 

 
This study will take a series of pioneering tools, that help 
maximise the data yield of exemplary case studies, and by 
applying them the study will help to understand the forces 
that render criminogenic the nexus between policy, public 
administration and real-property markets. This knowledge 
is about extending our understanding of what are the 
motivations and vulnerabilities that corrupt the 
urbanisation process, and the mechanisms – including 
gold-collar professional services sectors – that facilitate 
and conceal this corrupt conduct. Additionally, the case 
study offers a rare example where there has been an 
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explicit and wide-ranging attempt to break a real-property 
market that has become intrinsically corrupted – a 
problem that besets many regions around the world, 
particularly in developing countries that are resource rich.  
 
This knowledge will provide civil society, journalists, justice 
professional and policy makers, with an acute 
understanding of how these corrupt transactions are 
organised, the legal infrastructure they draw upon, the red 
flags they leave behind in publicly accessible forums, the 
policy frameworks that stimulate criminogenesis, and the 
administrative mechanisms that are vulnerable to 
exploitation. This knowledge will enhance investigations, 
advocacy, law enforcement, and reform efforts. 
Additionally, having case study data on a systemic effort to 
address these problems, where data exists on the 
methods used, costs and emerging outcomes, will provide 
another powerful tool for international reform efforts that 
are currently being prosecuted by civil society, 
government, and international institutions.   
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Page 3 – Admission Requirements 

 

Specific Admission 
Requirements 
 

The successful candidate will be expected to have a 
degree in criminology, social policy, public policy, public 
administration, geography, or a cognate area. A desirable 
but not essential requirement is previous research 
experience in the area of corruption or kleptocracy.   
 

Minimum IELTS score 6 (with no score less than 5.5) 

 

 

 


