
 

 

DTA3   

DTA3 Programme Research Projects 
Proforma 

 

 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and 
innovation programme under the Marie Skłodowska-Curie grant agreement No 801604. 

 

 

Partner University Teesside University 
Faculty/School/Department/Res
earch Centres 

Department of Criminology Law and Policing 
School of Social Sciences, Humanities and Law 

Supervisory Team: please provide details of first, second, and where relevant, third supervisors 
for this project, and any external supervisors/advisors, where applicable 
First supervisor Dr. Georgios Papanicolaou 

https://www.tees.ac.uk/sections/research/social_sciences/staff_profi
le_details.cfm?staffprofileid=U0023937 

Second supervisor Dr Justin Kotzé 
http://www.tees.ac.uk/sections/research/social_sciences/staff_profil
e_details.cfm?staffprofileid=U0027465 

External/industrial supervisor  
Contact details for project (for 
informal applicant queries) 

Dr. Georgios Papanicolaou 
E: g.papanicolaou@tees.ac.uk T: 01642738162 

DTA Programme(s): please tick which DTA programme(s) this project relates to: 
DTA Social Policy 

Project title The Europeanisation of local policing: the governance of 
security interdependence by the UK and continental European 
police forces. 

Project description: please provide a brief description, using the headings given below, of the 
project (max. 450 words) which will used as part of the advertising material and will be placed 
in the public domain. Please also indicate whether there are any confidentiality/sensitivity/IP 
issues of the research which should not be made publicly available.  
Scientific excellence 
The project will address a considerable knowledge gap involving an aspect of police 
internationalisation that older investigations of European police cooperation did not specifically 
consider. The project connects with an important stream of research on the development and 
implications of European police cooperation that includes and number of influential works published 
from the mid-1990s and up to the early 2000s, and combined theoretical and empirical work by 
scholars working within criminology, police sociology, political science and European studies. 
Interdisciplinary by nature, the project will investigate and assess the local implications of the 
Europeanisation process.   
 
 
 
 
Aim and hypothesis 
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The Europeanisation hypothesis has been influential in studies of the development of European police 
cooperation structures, particularly after the Treaty of Maastricht and the gradual development of an 
EU legislative and practical infrastructure for operational and other cooperation among the police 
forces of member states of the EU (e.g. Europol, CEPOL etc). Arguably, the Europeanisation process 
was also reinforced by the emergence of an EU agenda on policy priorities in the Justice and Home 
Affairs area. According to the Europeanisation hypothesis, the process would result in an increasing 
convergence of policy and practice among the police forces of member states of the EU, driven by a 
thickening of interdependencies in an increasingly integrated European space, and, accordingly, of 
police cooperation networks. The project will investigate the extent and implications of the 
Europeanisation process, and of the significance of European police cooperation structures for local 
policing policy and practice towards challenges relating to crime, particularly serious and organised 
crime. 
 
Methodology and innovations 
The project will take a mixed methods approach. The nature of the topic is more amenable to 
qualitative methods. The methodological standard in the study of police internationalisation is 
qualitative interviewing, sometimes reinforced with an ethnographic element of non-participant 
observation. The project will primarily rely on an extensive programme of interviews with local police 
officials at strategic and tactical level, possibly extended to include officials from relevant centralised 
services. Other key actors in the field (local government, enterprise and commerce) will also be 
identified and selected for in-depth interviews. The primary aim of this methodological approach will 
be to capture institutional and organisational interdependencies. This approach may open up a path 
for mapping networks and deploying social network analysis, which if feasible and implemented will 
represent a methodological innovation in this particular field of study.  

 
Strategic relevance 
The project aims to capture developments that have been unfolding for more than half a century in the 
field of European police cooperation, and to assess their extent and implications. Additionally, the 
nature of the research question addresses directly the socio-political context of Britain leaving the 
European Union, and more particularly the security implications and potential impact of this 
development. In this respect, the results of the project will feed directly into assessments of the 
security environment of the UK and other EU countries following Britain’s departure from the European 
Union. 
 
Interdisciplinarity and fit with relevant DTA programme 
The project is by nature interdisciplinary and suitable candidates will have to demonstrate and develop 
further a good command of police studies, political science and European studies. 
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Lay summary (max 200 words) to be used for reference as part of the selection process where 
non-specialists are involved 
Criminologists agree that crime, particularly organised crime, may involve a cross-border aspect even 
when the problem is primarily experienced as a local problem. For example, drugs impact 
communities negatively, but supply chains within drug markets often extend across borders. This 
characteristic often requires police forces of different countries to cooperate and successfully address 
the problem. Within the European Union there are well developed structures to facilitate such 
cooperation. Little, however, is known about how and how much the local police services both in the 
UK and in neighbouring EU countries depend on these structures of cooperation in their day to day 
crime control activity. Does international police cooperation matter for local policies and responses 
against crime? To what extent do UK police forces interact with other European police forces and 
European law-enforcement agencies (and vice versa), and how significant is this interaction?  
The project will aim to conduct an in-depth investigation of questions such as the above. By doing so, 
it will address a significant knowledge gap, and importantly, it will seek to contribute reliable evidence 
to help decisions regarding the management of the UK’s security environment, particularly in light of 
Britain’s departure from the European Union. 
Industrial/Employer placement opportunity please include details, where known, of any 
external placement opportunities or collaborations available to the student as part of the 
project 
An opportunity may exist for the successful applicant to collaborate with Cleveland Police via the 
Teesside Policing Clinic. Launched in summer 2017 and based at the School of Social Sciences, 
Humanities and Law, the Clinic is a joint project by Cleveland Police and Teesside University. It serves 
as central source of evidence, knowledge and advice for Cleveland Police. The Clinic academics assist 
Cleveland Police in the dissemination of good practice and wider knowledge transfer, and in the 
development of evidence based by design working practices. The Clinic also develops opportunities 
for research as well as longer term work experience postings for graduate and undergraduates from 
the University. In May 2018, one student already carries out doctoral research with Cleveland Police 
under the auspices the Teesside Policing Clinic.  
International placement opportunity please include details, where known, of any potential 
international placement opportunities or collaborations available to the student as part of the 
project 
 

Scientific, economic and societal impact of the project 
The project will investigate the extent and implications of the security interdependencies between 
the UK and continental Europe and the significance of European police cooperation structures for 
local policing policy and practice. It will therefore address directly questions regarding the outlook of 
the regional security environment and the challenges it involves with regard to crime, particularly 
serious and organised crime.  
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Importantly, the project will explore the nature and efficacy of the governance structures pertaining 
to these issues. It will thus address directly questions regarding Britain’s departure from the 
European Union, and more particularly the security implications and potential impact of this 
development. In this respect, the results of the project will likely inform assessments of the UK and 
the EU security environment as well as policy decisions at national and international level regarding 
the management of that environment following Britain’s departure from the European Union. 
The project’s design, aiming to capture networks of local, national and transnational actors 
contributing to the management of the local security environment, supports the possibility of 
developing pertinent secondary outputs, such as reports or workshops, addressing the needs of 
actors operating within particular networks (law enforcement primarily, but also local government or 
business actors).  
Additional admissions requirements: please state if there are any specific admissions 
requirements for this project i.e. subject specific degree qualifications or disciplines, relevant 
skills, experience etc 
First degree 2:1 or higher, Masters Degree (completed) 2:1 or higher in Criminology/Criminal 
Justice/Sociology or Political Science/IR. Evidence of written work; evidence of experience in 
conducting empirical research.   

 

 


