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Scientific excellence 
This multidisciplinary PhD will add to the growing work around public health, criminal justice and 
computing led by two internationally renowned academics in the fields (Newbury-Birch and Qin). 
 
Aims and hypothesis (and methodology) 
The aim of this PhD is to use a co-production approach with young people to develop an app for gaining 
consent in research trials in the criminal justice system. This will be a mixed methods study with the 
following objectives:  
 

1. To carry out a systematic review of the international literature to investigate the barriers and 
facilitators associated with gaining consent to public health interventions for young people  

2. To carry out interviews with stakeholders from the criminal justice arena and from university ethics 
boards to ascertain what is needed in order to ensure that the app would be sufficient for ethical 
approval  

3. To carry out a series of workshops with young people (in and out of the criminal justice system) to 
co-produce an online app that explains and gains informed consent from young people.  

4. To qualitatively explore the views of young people/practitioners and research commissioners to 
ascertain their views on the proposed app. 

5. To work with young people to make changes to the app based on the findings of previous aims. 
6. To make the app available online to researchers and monitor use.  

 
Interdisciplinary and fit with relevant DTA programme 
This work is interdisciplinary in its nature, bringing together expertise from social sciences, criminology, 
computing and public health and add to the social policy evidence base. 
 
Strategic relevance 
Research in the criminal justice system is difficult. There are a lot of competing parts to the equation 
including experience and expertise, values and judgement, resources, policy context, habits and 
traditions, pressure groups as well as research evidence (1). Ethical approval for research in the criminal 
justice system is difficult primarily because of the perceived coersion and vulnerability of the participants 
(2). However, evidence tells us that participants do not feel coerced if the project is explained properly 
(3).  At the heart of this evaluation is that it will be carried out in co-production with young people and 
staff involved in this system.  This is a methodology which the team has extensive experience of carrying 
out (4-6).  This research has the ability to produce an innovative way of gaining consent with young 
people in the criminal just system which will be of benefit to researchers and practitioners.  
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Lay summary (max 200 words) to be used for reference as part of the selection process where 
non-specialists are involved 
 Research in the criminal justice system is difficult. There are a lot of competing parts to carrying out 
research including busy caseloads and high levels of need. Ethical approval for research in the criminal 
justice system is difficult primarily because of the perceived coersion and vulnerability of the participants. 
However, research tells us that participants do not feel coerced if the project is explained properly.  At 
the heart of this evaluation is that it will be carried out in co-production with young people and staff 
involved in this system so they have a real say in what is happening and how things develop. 
 
The aim of this PhD is to use a co-production approach with young people to develop an app for gaining 
consent in research trials in the criminal justice system. This will be a mixed methods study with the 
following objectives:  

1. To carry out a systematic review of the international literature to investigate the barriers and 
facilitators associated with gaining consent to public health interventions for young people  

2. To carry out interviews with stakeholders from the criminal justice arena and from university ethics 
boards to ascertain what is needed in order to ensure that the app would be sufficient for ethical 
approval  

3. To carry out a series of workshops with young people (in and out of the criminal justice system) to 
co-produce an online app that explains and gains informed consent from young people.  

4. To qualitatively explore the views of young people/practitioners and research commissioners to 
ascertain their views on the proposed app. 

5. To work with young people to make changes to the app based on the findings of previous aims. 
6. To make the app available online to researchers and monitor use.  
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Industrial/Employer placement opportunity please include details, where known, of any external 
placement opportunities or collaborations available to the student as part of the project 
It may be possible to get a short placement within the Public Health England Team in the North East of 
England.  
International placement opportunity please include details, where known, of any potential 
international placement opportunities or collaborations available to the student as part of the 
project 
It may be possible for the student to go to the University of North Carolina at Greensboro in the United 
States to work with Professor Jeremy Bray if funding can be found. 
Scientific, economic and societal impact of the project 
The lead supervisor has led a lot of work in the criminal justice project around alcohol interventions in the 
criminal justice system.  This work adds to that growing evidence base. Gaining consent for studies in the 
criminal justice system is difficult and this project has the potential to make significant change to the way 
research is carried out in this setting.   
Additional admissions requirements: please state if there are any specific admissions 
requirements for this project i.e. subject specific degree qualifications or disciplines, relevant 
skills, experience etc 
A degree in criminology, social sciences or media/graphic design.  Experience of working with young 
people is advantageous. 

 


