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Supervisory Team: please provide details of first, second, and where relevant, third 
supervisors for this project, and any external supervisors/advisors, where applicable 
First supervisor Dr Cheryl Allsop 

http://staff.southwales.ac.uk/users/5224-cjallsop 
Second supervisor Professor Fiona Brookman 

http://staff.southwales.ac.uk/users/475-fbrookma 
Third supervisor 
 

Dr Sophie Chambers 

External/industrial supervisor  
 

Contact details for project (for 
informal applicant queries) 

Cheryl.allsop@southwales.ac.uk 01443 483561 

DTA Programme(s): please tick which DTA programme(s) this project relates to: 
DTA Social Policy 

Project title Establishing an evidence-base for what works in homicide 
investigations. 

Project description: please provide a brief description, using the headings given below, of 
the project (max. 450 words) which will used as part of the advertising material and will be 
placed in the public domain. Please also indicate whether there are any 
confidentiality/sensitivity/IP issues of the research which should not be made publicly 
available.  

I. Scientific excellence – this interdisciplinary social scientific project straddles the disciplines of 
forensic science and technology to explore the opportunities for learning from homicide 
investigations to inform an evidence base of ‘what works’ in these investigations. Specifically, 
this project will focus on the investigation of homicide. Calling on the core principles of 
evidence-based policing, this project will focus on an under researched area of investigative 
policing. The project will fill this gap in research and will provide evidence to practitioners and 
policy makers within the criminal justice system at a time when there is a clear need for 
increased efficiency and being able to deliver more for less with diminishing budgets and 
increased workloads. 
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II. Clear aim and hypothesis – The aim of this project is to map the diverse kinds of ‘errors’ and 
omissions that seem to characterise investigative failures and to understand their impact upon 
investigations to prevent them from happening in the future. Crucial to this is an 
understanding of the context surrounding the decisions being made. Decision-making is at the 
heart of investigative success and despite increasing regulatory guidance to assist the 
decision-making process in homicide investigations cases go cold and miscarriages of justice 
occur. 

 
III. Methodology and innovations – The research methodology will be mixed methods comprising 

of: ethnographic non-participant observations of detectives as they investigate and review live 
and unsolved homicides; interviews with detectives involved in these investigations and 
experts and practitioners drawn on to help in the investigation and detection of homicide. 
Case file analysis of live and cold case homicides with complement these methods. There is 
scope within the project to analyse all of the paperwork from the original investigation into the 
murders committed by Peter Sutcliffe the Yorkshire Ripper, an early example of numerous 
investigative failings including poor communication within the investigating team and flawed 
decision making.  

 
IV. Strategic relevance – Social justice is at the heart of this project and is a key strategic priority 

for the Social Policy DTA and the Centre for Criminology at the University of South Wales. The 
project has UK wide and international relevance and so will enable the candidate to develop 
interdisciplinary and international connections. 

 
V. Interdisciplinarity and fit with relevant DTA programme – the project sits within the Social 

Policy DTA but will draw on a number of interconnected disciplines most notably criminology, 
psychology, sociology, social policy, law, policing and forensic science. 

 

Lay summary (max 200 words) to be used for reference as part of the selection process where 
non-specialists are involved 
This project will focus on the investigation of homicide exploring the context surrounding the 
investigative decision-making, to understand the cultural, situational, personnel and organisational 
factors influencing decision-making. Decision-making is at the heart of investigative success and 
despite increasing regulatory guidance to assist the decision-making process cases go cold and 
miscarriages of justice occur. This can result in victims of crime not receiving justice, justice being 
delayed, and innocent people being wrongly convicted. The focus of the project is to establish the 
systemic errors resulting in investigative failures. Included within this there is the scope to explore the 
role of investigative experience and knowledge, the impact of official guidance in investigative 
decision-making, the problems of technology and the overload of information and, where 
appropriate, the role of expert evidence in the investigations.  
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Industrial/Employer placement opportunity please include details, where known, of any 
external placement opportunities or collaborations available to the student as part of the 
project 
 

International placement opportunity please include details, where known, of any potential 
international placement opportunities or collaborations available to the student as part of 
the project 
 

Scientific, economic and societal impact of the project 
The scientific impact of this project relates to the improved understanding of the investigative 
decision-making process and the potential for a greater understanding of how interdisciplinary teams 
operate and co-produce knowledge and the impact of this on investigations. There is the potential for 
this project to have wide societal impact for policing in general, the wider criminal justice systems and 
especially victims of crime and their need for justice, which often goes unrecognised when cases fail. 
There will also be an economic impact of improved investigative efficiency which in this period of 
austerity is an essential way of being.  
Additional admissions requirements: please state if there are any specific admissions 
requirements for this project i.e. subject specific degree qualifications or disciplines, relevant 
skills, experience etc 
This project would suit a candidate with a criminology and criminal justice background or related fields 
including psychology, law or sociology. The candidate must have a 2:1 or above at undergraduate 
level and a Masters degree in a related discipline. Experience of working in the criminal justice sector 
would be advantageous. Experience of quantitative and qualitative analysis. 

 

 


