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Partner University Sheffield Hallam University 
Faculty/School/Department/Research 
Centre 

Faculty: D&S 
Department: Law and Criminology 

Supervisory Team: please provide details of first, second, and where relevant, third 
supervisors for this project, and any external supervisors/advisors, where applicable 
First supervisor Name: Dr Jake Phillips 

Staff Profile: https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/our-
people/staff-profiles/jake-phillips  

Second supervisor Name: Dr Rebecca Wright 
Staff Profile: https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/our-
people/staff-profiles/rebecca-wright  

Third supervisor 
 

Name: Dr James Marson 
Staff Profile: https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/our-
people/staff-profiles/james-marson 

External/industrial supervisor Not relevant. However, see extensive opportunities for 
collaboration, below. 

Contact details for project (for informal 
applicant queries) 

Rebecca Wright: rebecca.wright@shu.ac.uk 
Jake Phillips: jake.phillips@shu.ac.uk 

DTA Programme(s): please tick which DTA programme(s) this project relates to: 
DTA Social Policy 

Project title State monitoring and social cohesion: A comparative 
analysis of European asylum and penal policies and the 
impact on individuals and communities 
 

Project description: please provide a brief description, using the headings given below, of 
the project (max. 450 words) which will used as part of the advertising material and will be 
placed in the public domain. Please also indicate whether there are any 
confidentiality/sensitivity/IP issues of the research which should not be made publicly 
available.  
This PhD will consider the status of two groups in the community subject to rigorous state monitoring: 
a) asylum seekers; and b) individuals under criminal justice system (CJS) supervision. The numbers of 
asylum seekers and those under CJS supervision are steadily increasing in most European countries as 
a result of global punitive trends in penal policy and a globalised increase in the numbers of people 
seeking asylum. There is a lack of clarity at a local, national and global level about the most effective 
ways to cope with growing numbers of these groups, particularly in relation to ensuring social 
cohesion and effective re/integration. 
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These two groups are subjected to similar forms of state monitoring including reporting requirements, 
electronic tagging and curfews. However, little is known about the purpose, prevalence and impact of 
these forms of surveillance across countries. The research will comprise a comparative analysis of 
relevant policies examining similarities and differences between these two groups. The effects of state 
monitoring on individual wellbeing and social cohesion will be the main focus. Our hypothesis is that 
current policies of heightened state monitoring lead to social stigmatisation and have a detrimental 
effect on the individuals and communities involved. The objectives are to: 

a) understand the ways in which asylum and penal policy impacts the two groups identified and 
society at large; 

b) encourage more comprehensive data collection and sharing of data (nationally and 
internationally) of the adverse health effects and the impact of state monitoring on social 
cohesion; 

c) develop methodological innovations to measure social cohesion; 
d) make recommendations to influence asylum and CJS policy at a local, national and global 

level. 
 

The research will adopt a range of methodological approaches which will include: 
1) Analysis of current legislation and policy relating to asylum and community monitoring across 
different jurisdictions. This analysis will include a consideration of relevant human rights treaties and 
other international legal obligations. 
 
2) Qualitative interviews with key stakeholders in order to understand the purpose and effects of these 
policies across the two populations. Participants will include: policy makers, those involved in criminal 
justice systems, affected individuals and communities. 
 
3) Comparative analysis of quantitative data to identify macro and individual level outcomes for 
people in those two groups (including physical and mental health outcomes, as well as proxy 
measures of integration). 
 
The PhD is interdisciplinary, bringing together law, criminology and political science. Greater 
transparency of data and more coherent, evidence-based policies around asylum and penal 
supervision are arguably key to ensuring a more cohesive social future. A PhD student working on 
these topics will be equipped with the skills to contribute to a pressing area of social policy and will be 
able to assist communities to adjust to complex global trends.  
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Lay summary (max 200 words)  
This project will examine the effects of the policies that are in place in countries across Europe which 
dictate the way asylum seekers and offenders in the community are treated. Countries around the 
world are seeing these groups increase in number and governments are responding by imposing 
increasingly strict controls upon them. These controls include electronic monitoring, stringent 
reporting requirements and threats of detention. In spite of this, we do not know what the effects of 
these policies are at an individual or community/societal level. The research will elicit data which will 
fill this gap in knowledge around this topical and important social issue. We know that asylum seekers 
and offenders are more likely to die than other groups in the population but we do not know how this 
changes across different political systems. This will be part of the analysis. We know even less about 
other effects of these policies on outcomes such as physical and mental health, engagement in 
community activities or social integration. The research will contribute to our understanding of the 
ways in which policies can have a negative effect on people and communities or can work to increase 
people’s chances of re/integration into society. 
 

Industrial/Employer placement opportunity please include details, where known, of any 
external placement opportunities or collaborations available to the student as part of the 
project 
The proposed supervisors are all well connected with policy makers, academic institutions and NGOs 
working in the field of asylum and penal policy. Some of the collaborations that will be available to 
the student include:  University of Cambridge (Faculty of Law and Institute of Criminology), Harvard 
University (Law School and Kennedy School of Government), INQUEST, JUSTICE, and Redress. 

International placement opportunity please include details, where known, of any potential 
international placement opportunities or collaborations available to the student as part of 
the project 
The student will have the opportunity to collaborate with the Access to Justice network (Dr Jake 
Phillips is a key member of this group). This network is hosted at the University of Aarhus in Denmark 
and currently comprises academics and practitioners from the fields of law and criminology from a 
range of European countries. Phillips is also a member of the European Society of Criminology’s 
Working Group on Community Sanctions and Measures which will give the PhD student access to 
researchers and policymakers from across Europe which will aid with the identification and collation of 
relevant data and access to participants. 
 
In addition, through Dr Wright (an alumni of Harvard Law School), the student will be able to spend a 
few weeks at Harvard considering the academic work at that institution around social cohesion and 
penal/ asylum policy. It will be beneficial for the student to understand the North American context. 
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Scientific, economic and societal impact of the project 
This project will have a significant societal impact, and at multiple levels.  
 
One of the principal goals of the project will be to influence asylum and penal policy at a local, 
national and global level. The research will involve close collaboration with individuals in the 
community and other key stakeholders. We will generate debate around this complex issue and 
encourage policy-makers to consider the important links between all individuals in the community 
under state monitoring. Asylum and penal policies are often approached as entirely distinct political, 
legal and social issues despite the clear overlaps in terms of how they operate and whom they operate 
upon. Our project will aim to demonstrate the important links between these two areas and the 
benefits of considering the overlaps - particularly in relation to negative individual and community 
impacts. The main outcomes will be: 

• Recommendations for policy changes to enhance the integration of asylum seekers and 
people engaged with the criminal justice system; 

• An improvement to the individuals concerned and the communities in which they reside; 
• More comprehensive collection and sharing of relevant data to assess the effects of penal and 

asylum policy. 
 
Additional admissions requirements: please state if there are any specific admissions 
requirements for this project i.e. subject specific degree qualifications or disciplines, relevant 
skills, experience etc. 
The student will need to have completed an undergraduate and masters' degree in a relevant field 
and to a high level (law, criminology, sociology, international development, politics, human rights).  

 

 


