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Project description: please provide a brief description, using the headings given below, of the 
project (max. 450 words) which will used as part of the advertising material and will be placed in the 
public domain. Please also indicate whether there are any confidentiality/sensitivity/IP issues of the 
research which should not be made publicly available.  
(I) Scientific Excellence 
Crime hot spots invariably include areas with high concentration of Night-Time Economy (NTE) venues 
which may act as crime attractors. Violence and alcohol-related crimes disproportionately occur within 
NTE contexts and are traditionally considered to be ‘irrational’ offences impervious to situational cues. 
Whilst there is adequate knowledge on designing out acquisitive crimes within residential, retail, and 
transportation settings, the situational crime prevention within the NTE has not been investigated. 
This project draws on a growing body of research proposing that the management and design of the 
immediate environment can in fact dictate opportunities for both the occurrence, and escalation, of 
crimes.  
 
(II) Research aims and/or research hypothesis, set within national/international context 
The project investigates the impact of the social and physical setting on alcohol related crimes within 
the NTE and addresses the following research questions: 
• Can situational cues in the immediate physical environment (e.g. venue layout, physical security 
measures, venue maintenance/décor, venue accessibility) be linked to venue-level crime 
rates/patterns? 
• Can situational cues in the immediate social environment (e.g. patron socio-demographic 
composition, venue entertainment) be linked to venue-level crime rates/patterns? 
• Can the principles of Secure By Design (SBD) be applied to the prevention of crimes in public NTE 
venues?  
• Can NTE venues and their immediate surroundings be redesigned to be crime-proof?  
It documents design features of NTE venues to produce a valuable combined data set of new and 
existing sources which will be made publicly available to inform future research. 
 
(III) Methodology, Research Design and Planning, highlighting Novelty, Ambition and Innovations 
To determine whether and how venue design and layout - including immediate surroundings, street 
network, and accessibility - act as crime attractors the project will:  
(a) adapt SBD research methodology (Walking Methods and the SBD questionnaire) developed by 
Armitage for private housing and retail businesses, to NTE venues to collect primary data;  
(b) undertake statistical three-level (location, venue, night of the week) hierarchical modelling 
(developed in criminology by Tseloni) of the collected primary supplemented with secondary data - 
the Crime Survey for England and Wales, police recorded crime, points of interest Ordinance Survey, 
and the Census; and  
(c) employ digital planning and artificial intelligence (developed by Medjdoub) for designing out 
crime. 
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This is an ambitious, highly innovative and interdisciplinary methodology, by internationally renowned 
experts in the respective fields.  
 
(IV) How does the project align to NTU institutional strategic research priorities, and (V) How does the 
project fit within the remit of the DTA  
It is inter-disciplinary (criminology, digital architecture, urban planning, social policy) and inter-
sectional across academia (both international and DTA consortium), charity, and local government. It 
translates knowledge with international reach into practical crime prevention, enhancing the 
wellbeing, safety and security of citizens. 
Lay summary (max 200 words) to be used for reference as part of the selection process where non-
specialists are involved 
Violence, which costs the UK economy £13 billion annually, and alcohol-related crime hot spots 
invariably include areas with high concentration of Night-Time Economy (NTE) venues. The impact of 
the physical environment on such crimes consist a large gap in knowledge. As a result, there is no 
evidence base (or policies) on environmental interventions designing out opportunities from NTE 
settings. However good management and design of the NTE venues and their immediate 
environment in principle can reduce opportunities for crime. The proposed PhD will draw on the 
interdisciplinarity of a supervisory team of internal and external academic experts (criminology, digital 
architecture, urban planning, and social policy) and their sustained collaboration with practitioners in 
crime prevention and alcohol-related harm reduction to design-out crime from NTE venues and their 
immediate surroundings. To this end, it will use highly innovative methodology to collect primary data 
and, merged with existing secondary data, statistically analyse them, and digitally design crime-proof 
NTE venues. The findings, in addition to creating new knowledge across multiple disciplines, will 
influence NTE venues’ planning and licensing and Secure By Design guidance and standards for local 
government, national (Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government), and international 
policies. 
 
Industrial/Employer placement opportunity please include details, where known, of any external 
placement opportunities or collaborations available to the student as part of the project 
The successful candidate may have the opportunity to spend no more than a semester in total working 
in the External Collaborators’ organisations (Drinkware, NCDP) and since based in Nottingham will be 
in direct contact with the NCDP for the duration of the PhD study. 
 
International placement opportunity please include details, where known, of any potential 
international placement opportunities or collaborations available to the student as part of the project 
The successful candidate may have the opportunity to spend a semester studying at the External 
Academic Collaborator’s University, Royal Institute of Technology, Sweden. 
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Scientific, economic and societal impact of the project 
The scientific impact of the proposed PhD is unique as it will expand knowledge on a number of 
disciplines - criminology, social policy, urban planning and digital architecture – and combine their 
respective methodological tools. It will create a new strand of enquiry under situational crime 
prevention: designing out crime from NTE settings and will form the basis for future research 
developments on inclusive and harm-free and reassuring public settings. This knowledge would have 
international relevance and will be replicated in other countries. The urgency to gain insights about 
violence and alcohol-related crime prevention cannot be exaggerated: at a time of massive public 
spending cuts and increasing austerity measures, the cost of violence to the UK economy is estimated 
at £13 billion annually (National Audit Office 2008). Additional costs relate to lost revenue from the 
NTE business sector as fear of crime causes people to avoid the city centre and engage in the NTE. 
Therefore the economic impact of the PhD project will be considerable. A cost-benefit analysis from 
designing out crime will be the natural extension of the PhD study at a post-doc level. The proposed 
PhD research will lead to the development of a NTE venue crime risk profile which would be useful for 
practitioners in targeting NTE venue crime prevention resources. The Home Office has established 
links with local police forces under the Local Alcohol Action Areas (LAAA) 2 drive to support relevant 
interventions in the NTE. In addition, SBD are introducing licensed premises guidance and standards 
(see new LPSAVI - https://lpsavi.securedbydesign.com). The proposed PhD is therefore timely and 
would generate immediate impact. The academic supervisory team’s work has a strong focus on crime 
prevention research. Much of their collective previous research has sought to identify victimisation risk 
factors in order to better understand and manage risk. Therefore, this proposal draws upon their 
collective strengths in this field. The academic team routinely works in collaboration with external 
partners. Much of their research focuses upon ensuring impact upon policy and practice and has 
influenced government policy and local crime prevention activities. 
Additional admissions requirements: please state if there are any specific admissions requirements for 
this project i.e. subject specific degree qualifications or disciplines, relevant skills, experience etc 
Entrants must have a first/undergraduate Honours degree, with an Upper Second Class or a First Class 
grade, in Social Sciences, Geography, Architecture and Urban design. Entrants with a Lower Second 
Class grade at first degree must also have a postgraduate Masters Degree at Merit.  
 
The minimum English language proficiency requirement for international applicants is IELTS 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 in all skills). 

 


